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Christian Ambassador Training 
Introduction – Week 1 

 
ESV 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 

 
 
[Prayer] 
 
My initial inclination was to use vs. 18-20, but note the key verses on ambassadorship are 
sandwiched between two very theologically rich texts—the kind that are often committed to 
memory.  The first describes the glorious results of God’s work of salvation in a person and the 
other describes why and how that salvation was accomplished.   Let’s look at the first: 
 
v 17 --“In Christ” 

 
ESV Galatians 3:24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be 
justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ 
Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's 
offspring, heirs according to promise. 

 
ESV Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! 
Father!" 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

 
Adoption1 as sons and daughters of the Most High goes far beyond simply “forgiven 
sinners.”  Beloved, cherished, jealously guarded … 

 
“…life under the law was slavery; life in Christ is marked by the freedom that comes from being 
God's “sons.” Both men and women are here characterized as having the rights of “sons,” because 
with sonship comes the right of inheritance. The Greek word huioi (“sons”) is a legal term used in the 
adoption and inheritance laws of first-century Rome… refers to the status of all Christians, both men 
and women, who, having been adopted into God's family, now enjoy all the privileges, obligations, 
and inheritance rights of God's children.” 2 

 

                                                 
1 For a great message on this, listen to C.J. Mahaney’s New Attitude seminar message God as Father here: 
http://www.thisisnext.org/resources/  (Last one listed under  New Attitude 2008 Conference). 
2 ESV Study Bible, Crossway, 2008-2009.  Online edition, notes for Gal 3:26  
(http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Gal+3%3A26). 
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This can revolutionize your Christian walk.   On the one hand we will teach you to examine 
yourselves: “am I bearing the fruits of repentance and increasing in the fruits of the Spirit… 
being transformed, etc.” and that is healthy, but times this can also be discouraging.  
Knowing that your are a beloved child of the living God reminds you that your salvation is 
not teetering on your moment by moment performance, but by your nature.  If you put 
your believing trust in Jesus Christ, you are not walking a tightrope of salvation… it is 
secure in the hands of God and of our perfect Savior Jesus Christ.  Take comfort in this! 

 
v 17 -- “New Creation”   –   the results of God’s work of salvation 

 
ESV 2 Corinthians 4:6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
ESV Galatians 6:14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision counts for 
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and 
mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 

 
2 Cor. 5:17 new creation. The redemption of a people who now live for Christ by living for others, 
effected by the power of the Spirit (3:3, 6, 18) and the death of Christ (5:14–15), is the beginning of 
the new creation that was destined to come amid this evil age (see Isa. 43:18–19; 65:17–23; 66:22–
23). This new creation is also the beginning of Israel's final restoration from God's judgment in the 
exile (see the context of Isa. 43:1–21; 65:17–25). 3 

 

In a different context, we can see what our response ought to be when God re-creates:  
 
ESV Isaiah 65:17 "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not 
be remembered or come into mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; 
 

 
v 21—substitutionary atonement -- the why and how of God’s work of salvation 

 
Peter spoke of it : 
 
ESV 1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
 
Both clearly saw Christ’s fulfillment of Isa.53: 
 
ESV Isaiah 53  3He was despised and rejected by men … 4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for 
our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his stripes we are healed. 6 … and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 
…  like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, … 10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 11 … by 
his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he 
shall bear their iniquities.  

                                                 
3 ESV Study Bible, Crossway, 2008-2009.  Online edition, notes for 2 Corinthians 5:17.  
(http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=2Co+5%3A17). 
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Let’s parse out our text for a moment: 
 

ESV 2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

 
For our sake … so that – Here is the why.  Amazing grace—the ultimate act of love, the cross, 

was for our sake. 
 
he made – Who’s doing this--God! –This was his plan from the beginning. (Isa 53:10) 

 

ESV Acts 2:23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 

 
him (Christ) to be sin who knew no sin   
 

ESV Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for 
us--for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree"— 
 
ESV Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

 
 
in him – the only way 
 

ESV John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 

 
we might become the righteousness of God – just as our sin was imputed/accounted to Christ 

and punished on the Cross, his righteousness is counted to us. (Isa 53:11) 
 

ESV Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the 
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it-- 22 the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

 
 

It answers big questions “how can sinful people be reconciled to a Holy God who requires 
perfect Holiness (Matt. 5:48)?”  “How can God be just and merciful and loving all at the 
same time?” …  We’ll spend some time talking about this in the Knowledge section of the 
class, but for now understand that right here we see HOW sinners can possibly be 
reconciled to God. 

 
 
Verses 18-20 – “Ambassadorship and the Ministry of Reconciliation”— focus of this class 

 
Scan  2 Cor 5:18-20.  What word appears several times?   (reconcile/reconciliation) 
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It is no accident that Paul’s discussion of Christian Ambassadorship falls between what we 
can see as the goal or glorious end result of the reconciliation of sinners with God and the 
act of God that made reconciliation possible. 
 
ESV 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;  
 

This (in Christ/new Creation) is from God who reconciled (past tense—accomplished act!) us 
(believers) and gave us the ministry (diakoni,a diakonia --service function) of reconciliation. 

 
Reconcile/Reconciliation—implies a broken relationship in need of restoration.  How was 
it broken?  In his letter to the Romans, Paul speaks of reconciliation and points back to the 
Fall: 
 
ESV Romans 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 12 
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned— 
 
The Fall—we must understand the significance of the Fall.  I believe the two most important 
events in human history are the Fall, and the Atonement: The first Adam’s failure on our 
behalf and the “second Adam’s” perfect redemption of all who believe.  Every other 
historical figure/event, in comparison, is just so much rearranging of the furniture. 
 
So God reconciled us and gave us the service function of being the instruments of His 
reconciliation project.  We have been and are being saved for a purpose: 
 

ESV Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 
ESV 2 Corinthians 5:19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

 
God was reconciling the world (not just the Jews, but people from every tribe and tongue…) 
to himself and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.   
 

Note the parallels to the Great Commission. 
• What does it mean to be reconciled with God and have your trespasses not counted against 

you? 
• What do you think another term for “message of reconciliation” could be? 
• ”…that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the 

gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains…”   [ESV Ephesians 6:19-20 emphasis added] 
 
So as we study what it is to be a Christian ambassador, understand that these same characteristics are 
required to be an effective witness or evangelist for Christ, or to be a faithful defender of the faith (apologist) 
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ESV 2 Corinthians 5:20a Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.  

 
Note that we are ambassadors for Christ. It is not a question of whether we want to or should be 
ambassadors.  We already are.  The real question is: “What kind of Ambassador are you?” 
 
God is making his appeal through us.  This again emphasizes that God has chosen to use us for his 
instruments of reconciliation. What an honor!  What a responsibility… did you notice that word 
“entrusted” up in verse 19? 

 
 

ESV 2 Corinthians 5:20b-21 We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
We implore (NASB – “beg”) you on behalf of Christ (since we are His instruments) to be reconciled 
to God.  Note here how he goes directly in to how that reconciliation can occur, substitutionary 
atonement. 
 
 
Definition:  What is an ambassador? 
 

[GING] presbeu,w  
presbeu,w be an ambassador, travel or work as an ambassador 2 Cor 5:20, Eph 6:20.* [pg 166]4 
 
4243 presbeu,w presbeuo {pres-byoo'-o}  
Meaning:  1) to be older, prior by birth or in age 2) to be an ambassador, act as an ambassador  
Origin:  from the base of 4245; TDNT - 6:681,931; v 
KJV Usage:  AV - ambassador 2; 2 
NASB Usage: am an ambassador(1), are ambassadors(1).5 

 

                                                 
4 As referenced in  BibleWorks 7.0 -- Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, Third 
Edition.  Copyright © 2000 The University of Chicago Press. Revised and edited by Frederick William Danker based on 
the Walter Bauer's Griechisch-deutsches Wörterbuch zu den Schriften des Neuen Testaments und für frühchristlichen 
Literatur, sixth edition, ed. Kurt Aland and Barbara Aland, with Viktor Reichmann and on previous English Editions by 
W.F.Arndt, F.W. Gingrich and F.W.Danker.  This edition is an electronic version of the print edition published by the 
University of Chicago Press. 
5 As referenced in  BibleWorks 7.0 – STRONGS Concordance. 

Side note on evangelism and evangelism training 
 

“my observation is that many Christians are afraid of sermons & seminars on the topic of 
evangelism. They are afraid because so often they have been made to feel guilty and 
inadequate about their involvement in making the Gospel known … evangelism should be an 
encouraging and even exciting subject to think about and to put into practice.  [Jerram Barrs, 
The Heart of Evangelism, p. 9] 

 
We are not about guilt trips in this class.  Face it, we are all natural born “evangelists” for things we 
are passionate about.  Our favorite restaurants or recipes, sports teams or musicians…  As God 
transforms your heart and you grow to love Him above all else, as you become more aware of the 
“amazingness” of his grace, you will not be able to keep silent.  When you speak up, and you will, it is 
important that we equip you to be effective ambassadors/witnesses. 
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am·bas·sa·dor  - [am-bas-uh-der, -dawr] –noun   

• a diplomatic official of the highest rank, sent by one sovereign or state to another as its 
resident representative 

• an authorized messenger or representative. Abbreviation: Amb., amb.6 
 
 
Characteristics of an effective ambassador: 
 
Imagine for a moment you received a call from the President asking you to select an ambassador to 
a foreign nation… let’s say China.   
 
White board exercise—draw the two lines (no labels yet) and ask the students for characteristics.  
As they shout them out place them in the given columns as best you can.  If you find a column 
empty, seed them: “anything particular they should know how to do?” or “now what about what 
kind of person should they be?”  Once filled in like below (still unlabeled), ask if they could 
characterize the different columns:  “so all of these deal with what an ambassador needs to know” 
and write Knowledge, and these are things they need to know how to do “we’ll call that wisdom 
since it is applying communication knowledge… not just knowing it” (write Wisdom),  and lastly 
these talk about the character of a person (write Character). 
 

Knowledge   | Wisdom  | Character 
    |    | 
The Sovereign’s  |  How to effectively:  |  Credible 
 message, intentions, | advocate the message |  Not disqualify the message  
 policies  | communicate it | 
The language and culture |    | 
   of those to whom you are |    | 
   an ambassador  |    | 
 
 
Essential Skills for an Ambassador 
 
Knowledge—a good ambassador has to be thoroughly acquainted with who and what he 
represents 

• Sovereign’s intentions, plans, and purposes 
• Language and culture of those whom he is trying to reach 

 
Wisdom—application of knowledge 

• How to advocate the sovereign’s message clearly and effectively 
• How to navigate the language and culture barriers 

 
Character—the ambassador is the package the knowledge and wisdom come in. 

• His character will often speak louder than words 
• Credibility issues 

                                                 
6 "ambassador." Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1). Random House, Inc. 07 Oct. 2007. 
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Applied to Christian Ambassadors 
 
Knowledge 

• Know God (His character & attributes) 
• Know God’s message—what it is and what it isn’t 
• Know the language and culture of those to whom you represent God and the kinds of 

obstacles they present 
 
Wisdom—needs to have some tactical abilities 

• How to maneuver in conversation (keep it on track and fruitful) 
• How to graciously expose faulty thinking (cause them to think it through) 
• How to stay out of the hot seat/respond when you don’t know the answers 

 
Character—the ambassador is the package the knowledge and wisdom come in. 

• An ambassador never punches a clock—always represents his Sovereign. 
• Can you think of individuals in various ministries with a lot of knowledge and tactical 

skills but were so personally offensive that he was ineffective? 
 


