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Christian Ambassador Training 
Knowing the Culture – Weeks 7-8 

 
 

Group Discussion I – Truth  

Communication is made much more difficult when we aren’t speaking the same 
language… agreed?  As we progress through the class we will be talking about 
some very important concepts and it is important that when I say a word like truth 
that you understand what I mean by the term. 
 
Truth—that which corresponds to reality. 
 
There are two kinds of truth 
 

Subjective Truth Objective Truth 
Coconut ice cream is delicious 3 X 4 = 12 
 
Tells you something about the subject 
rather than the object.  I like coconut 
ice cream. 

 
Tells you something about the object. 
This is true no matter who chooses to 
believe it. 

 
Is it possible to be wrong either statement?  
 

 

Review 

ESV 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 

 
 

We are ambassadors for Christ.  In the first week we talked about essentials for an 
ambassador: and those were…?   Knowledge, Wisdom, and Character 
 
As we study the needed knowledge of the ambassador for Christ, we broke it out into 
knowledge about our Sovereign, our Sovereign’s message, and those to whom we are 
called to be ambassadors (the culture). 
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I. Our Sovereign 
A. How we know about God  

1. General Revelation 
2. Special Revelation 

 
B. Sola Scriptura  

1. Interpretive approach: Exegesis vs. Eisegesis 
2. Warnings against Ouija (or Magic 8 Ball) hermeneutics 
 

C. Character, Attributes, and Will  
1. Holy - (most defining and emphasized) “other” 
2. His will is not hidden, so stop looking for it--Biblical decision making --wisdom 
 

II. His Message 
 Repent and believe the Gospel is the consistent call of Jesus and his followers. 

 
A. The Gospel is Not1  
 

1. The Gospel is not that salvation is easy.  (Law Lite/Easy Believism) 
 Actually, it is impossible.  (Mark 10:23-27; John 6:44) 

2. The Gospel is not that Jesus can make your life better or you a better you.  
 Count the cost  (Matt 10:38-39; 2 Tim 3:12; Jam.1:2; 2 Cor 5:17) 

3. The Gospel is not that we are OK.  (Eph 2:1-5; Col 2:13-14; John 3:3; 1 Cor 15) 

4. The Gospel is not simply that God is love (1 John 4:8; Exo 34:6-7).   

5. The Gospel is not simply that Jesus wants to be our friend or example. 
 

B. The Gospel Is2         actually started scaling the language barrier here 

1.  “Wide-angle” gospel    a.k.a    “The gospel of the Kingdom” 

Sometimes Scripture uses the term gospel to refer to “the entire package of blessings 
that Christ secures for his people.” (Matthew 4:23; 3:1; 4:15-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:18-
19a) 

2.  “Zoom-angle” gospel    a.k.a    “The gospel of the Cross” 

There are other passages that seem to focus on “the gospel” much more narrowly on 
the forgiveness of sins through the substitutionary death of Jesus on the cross.” (Acts 
10:36,43; Rom 5:10; Rom 1:16-17; 1 Corinthians 15:1-5; 1 Corinthians 1:17-18) 

 
                                                 
1 Much of this list from the wonderful brothers at 9Marks ministries-- under Mark 3--The Gospel. 
2 Much of this material is from chapter 4 of Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert’s book What is the Mission of the 
Church?  Crossway Books, 2011.   All [page references] are to this book.   
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Introduction 

Now we turn our attention to the third area: knowledge of those to whom we are called to 
represent our Sovereign.  From our week 0 overview, does anyone remember who that is? 

[everyone--not just the world or “the unchurched” but also to other believers and 
even to ourselves] 

This was a difficult section of the course to organize because there are so many ways to 
slice this pie.  I think sharing this with you will help you see the bigger picture. 
 
Demographically 

What are the things we need to know about each of these groups in order to be faithful 
and effective ambassadors? 

 The Unbelieving World 
 Nominal (in name only) Christians (unregenerate/deceived) 
 The Body of Christ (& ourselves) 

 
Topically 

What are the major areas that we need to be competent? 
 Scaling the Language Barrier 
 Philosophies/World views 

 
It was very difficult to decide which should be the main topics and which the sub topics, but what 
I’m going to attempt to do is take the first approach and then address the specific topical issues 
within each group. 
 
III. Knowing the Culture--Those to whom we are called to serve as ambassadors 

A. The Unbelieving World  
1. Their Nature -- Fallen humanity – Suppressors of the truth in 

unrighteousness/dead in sin 

ESV Romans 1:18-20 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 

* * * 
ESV Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience- 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest 
of mankind. 
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It is difficult for us to get this concept into our heads, particularly for apologist types like 
me.  People don’t generally reject God for lack of evidence or information; they do so 
because they suppress the truth (an issue of the will and the domain of the Holy Spirit).  We 
are called to proclaim the truth faithfully, and then stand in awe as God changes the heart.   
We’ll look more at this later. 

 
2. Worldview/Philosophy- Postmodernism – The current most recent incarnation of 

worldliness  
 

Postmodernism is the dominant culture in which we live. It influences everything you 
watch, everything you read, it is the very air that you breathe today. As ambassadors for 
Christ, it is important that we understand the world we are called to reach. In the same way 
you wouldn’t send a missionary to a foreign country without some knowledge of the 
language and culture, we need to know and understand the language and culture of where 
God has placed us.   
 
 
I thought it would be helpful to have a smart guy give a brief introduction. 

 
Bill Kynes video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtGrf7I5SIQ 

 
 
 
 
 

… then have Paul describe how this should be no surprise to us. 
 

ESV 2 Timothy 3:1-7 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For 
people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving 
good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 6 For among them 
are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray 
by various passions, 7 always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.  

 
 
Paul called it in that each dominant culture in recent human history is seeking to learn in 
various ways with various assumptions, yet none are arriving at the knowledge of the 
truth. 
 
… then have Paul characterize it for us--as spiritual warfare. 
 

 
ESV 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the 
flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, 
and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when 
your obedience is complete. 
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A word about Spiritual Warfare: Though our battle is usually not physical or meta-
physical, it is very real.  It is primarily fought in the domain of ideas of truth.   
 
“Spiritual warfare is an ideological battle.”  It’s not a mystical one, we don’t fight with 
swords and guns.  We fight with the truth, the word of God…  We have been in a war over 
truth, what is true and what is not since the serpent lied to Eve and she believed it.  We see 
a glimpse of it when Satan tempts Jesus in the desert and uses the same tactic, twisting 
God’s words of truth to tell a lie.  And like Jesus this requires that we refute false ideas with 
the truth of God’s word. 
 
 

Group Discussion II – Who’s More Dangerous…  
 The self professing satanic rock star who bites the heads off bats (or doves) or the high profile 

religious leader or preacher who mislead people? 

[The latter is a dangerous wolf--the former … a gnat.  Yet which do we tend to get 
worked up over?] 

 
 

 
Quick History of Worldly Thought*  

Pre-modern (~2500 yrs) Modern (~250 yrs) Postmodern (25 yrs?) 
Objective, ultimate truth Objective, ultimate truth  

 
Objective, ultimate truth is 
unknowable 

supernatural 
 

non-supernatural mystical 

authority of God 
 

authority from science and 
human reason 

no ultimate authority--self only 

*From Phil Johnson’s Teaching: You Can’t Handle the Truth—Addressing the tolerance of postmodernism 
 

> > > Progressively more anti-Christian thinking > > > 
 

Postmodernism is a radical reaction to the failure of modernism. 
 
History of Worldly Philosophy and Thought: Notes for the table above: 

• Pre-modern – foundations of human thought… 
o Objective, Ultimate Truth 

 Same standard of truth applied to everyone, everywhere, and governs the 
universe. 

 This Reality/Truth is knowable by mankind 
o Supernatural 

 The limits of reality are not defined by the physical world. 
 Almost universal belief in the supernatural realm 

o Authority from God (central auth grounded in supernatural) 
 The foundation for ultimate truth is supernatural. 
 All authority is derived from God or the gods… 
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 Someone or something was the ultimate power in the universe in the 
supernatural realm. 

• Modern Era – Era of REASON 
o Elevated science and human reason to the position of highest authority 
o Ushered in as an overt attack on Biblical Christianity 
o Objective, Ultimate truth 

 Whatever was really true, was true in an objective sense. 
 Truth is universal. 

o Anti-Supernatural (non-spiritual) 
 Skeptical 
 Ultimate truth/knowledge can only be gained by rational/scientific means. 
 Spirituality regarded as superstitious and out-dated 
 Deism- “Created the universe, and then left it be.” 

o Authority from science and human reason 
 Only science and reason can establish any authoritative truths 
 Failed as a worldview miserably 
 This era is essentially over in the academic and philosophical world. 
 Rejection of divine revelation completely 
 Main results of western Modern thought 

• Fascism 
• Socialism 
• Nazism 
• Darwinism 
• Liberal Theology 
• Godless Modernism led to tyrannical, oppressive, violent ideologies 

• Postmodern 
o Objective, ultimate truth is unknowable 
o Mystical 

 Realativistic Supernatural 
 No authoritive revelation 
 Personal feelings dictate 
 Subjective personal experiences rule 
 God and truth can be whatever you perceive him/her or it to be 

o No Ultimate Authority 
 No single, central authority supernatural or otherwise 
 Every man does what is right in his own eyes 
 Trying to create a God (spirituality) without authority 
 Pure love without authority 
 Radically at odds with Biblical, historic Christianity 
 Inside Evangelical Christianity, there are many who believe we must 

conform to this philosophical angle or we will lose postmoderns. 
 It is our duty to understand the spirit of the age we live and minister in. 
 There is a difference between understanding the spirit of the age (like we are 

doing now) and another thing entirely to adapt to it. 
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With that introduction, here is a really smart guy to summarize postmodernism and post-
modernity for you. 

 
David Wells video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us3AOS-OjCg 

 
 
 

Post-modernism has already run its course in academia.  D. A. Carson recently pronounced 
it dead among academics today.  It’s really no wonder, when even comedians are making 
fun of it. 

 

Taylor Mali video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTSKU0FgZts 

 
 
 
 

• What’s next? 
o Don’t know, but it we need to be careful not to put our hope in the next version of 

worldliness.  
o We should be wise enough to recognize opportunity. 
o “evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being 

deceived” 2 Tim 3:13 
o I think the most telling label I’ve heard for what’s next is “post-everything-ism”  I 

would classify it is postmodernism having even rejected its own labels and 
definitions. 

 
 Christianity does not fit into any of these models of philosophical thought 

 Stood against all the superstitions and human philosophies of premodern 
 Opposed rationalism and humanism of modern 

o Worldly philosophies are against Biblical Christianity (progressively increasingly) 
 We are called to stand against these human world views, using again, not 

swords, but THE SWORD OF TRUTH. 
 

 Four Essentials of the Christian Worldview that postmodernists (and post-everything-ists) 
cannot stomach:  

 
1) Objectivity –-postmodernists believe all truth is subjective, relative  

o Objective Truth—always true no matter who believes it  (multiplication tables …) 
o Subjective Truth—depends on the person  (personal taste… etc.) 

2) Clarity –postmodernists believe meaning is determined by reader/hearer rather than 
author.   It's completely self-absorbed, the author's intent is irrelevant.  (can you see danger 
here for a church influenced by this culture?— Ouiji Bible hermeneutics) 

3) Authority –postmodernists insist there are no foundations for knowledge, all opinions 
are equally valid.  

4) Certainty –post modernists believe you can’t know anything for sure and consider you 
arrogant if you claim to know anything for sure. 
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3. Culture--Affecting the Church 
 

With every incarnation of worldliness (culture evolves at varying rates, we eventually draw 
lines and make labels) religious folks will come along and try to rescue the church from 
“irrelevance.”  The basic assumption here is that the culture determines relevance. 
 
Modernism’s challenge brought theological liberalism to the church.  A great book 
responding to the effect of modernism on the church is Christianity and Liberalism by J. 
Gresham Machen.  This small book is great and much of his work is also directly applicable to 
post modernism. 
 
Postmodernism is also affecting the church. –“Emerging church movement” ran its course, 
but the attitudes and ideology live on.  (basically the name fell out of favor) 

 
a. Rejection of the doctrine and theology for “story or narrative”   

− While the Bible is more than an encyclopedia of truths, it is definitely not less 
− While we can’t comprehend God exhaustively, we can know some things for certain… 

effectively turning doubt into a Christian virtue. 
b. Ouija Hermeneutics    Biblical illiteracy   

− People know only a few verses, and those out of context 
− Which is easier, looking for personal messages or diligent study? 

c. Rejection of Biblical leadership/authority 
− Biblical church discipline is almost non-existent. 
− Since Biblical meaning is my own interpretation, who needs teachers/mentors? 

d. Rejection of Biblical model in *decision making 
− Turn to Christianized superstition looking for God’s leading 
− Hint: Why would God include so much wisdom literature along with exhortations to pursue 

wisdom if all we were to do was look for signs and warm fuzzies? 
 

*We have a 3 week seminar on this topic posted on objectivegospel.org  Training -> Decision Making 
 
 

4. Scaling the Language Barrier 
 

 Love – critically important!   We covered this in Amb-III under the fruits of the Spirit (that 
should be evident and growing in an ambassador for Christ) and that material is worth 
repeating here. 

Rather than seek a precise definition from the start, let’s characterize and contrast 
biblical love from worldly love.  

Yes, of course, love should mark every part of our evangelism.  And the Christian community has 
done a good job teaching about God’s Love. But here’s the concern:  if we only speak of God’s love 
while forsaking God’s other attributes (such as holiness, righteousness and justice), we are tailoring 
God to a popular image, an idol really and not the God of the Bible. 
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The lenses of culture distort the concept of love.  As a result, the love popularly ascribed to God is 
often not truly biblical love.  When we speak to the culture about God’s love, we need to be sure 
we’re talking about the same thing.3 

The Idol of Worldly Love 

Speaking of a novel many of us read in high school, Jonathan Leeman writes:  
… Hawthorne manages to hit all of today’s panic buttons; the church has subsumed the 
state; the private has become public; religious hate‐mongers scorn the young, beautiful, 
and free. Even the innocent daughter is indirectly made a victim. 
     So what kind of love story is The Scarlet Letter?  It is one that well illustrates the 
assumptions about love that many people were beginning to make in the nineteenth 
century when Hawthorne wrote his book, assumptions which I believe are pretty much 
unquestioned today. … We assume not that God is love but that love is God.  In other 
words, we don’t go before the real creator of the universe and say to him, “Please tell us 
what you are like and therefore how you define love.”  Rather, we begin with our own self‐
defined concept of love and allow this self‐defined concept to play god.  When I say it 
“plays god,” I mean that we let it define right and wrong, good and bad, glory‐worthy and 
glory‐less, even though such valuations belong to God alone.  Love becomes the ultimate 
idol. 
     For example, was it wrong for Hester to commit adultery?  Would it have been wrong for 
her and Arthur to run away and begin a new life together, despite the fact that she was 
married to someone else? … The implicit urging of Hawthorne’s novel and of everything in 
our culture today is, “No, it’s not wrong because they love each other.  Or, even if it’s kind 
of wrong, it’s justified, because love covers over sin.  Love justifies!”4 

Leeman goes on to describe some basic assumptions that characterize this idol of 
love, the first of which is “no boundaries can be placed on love.”   

Rather, love establishes all the boundaries.  There is no conception of truth or holiness or 
wisdom to condition or give structure to such love.  Love runs free, unbound by truth.  In 
fact, it alone constitutes truth, and it’s the source of ultimate justification.  You can justify 
anything these days by saying that it’s “loving” or “motivated by love.” 
      Consider for a moment what people today mean by “love” when they talk about the 
love between two homosexual men.  What do they mean by love when they use it to justify 
heterosexual sex before marriage, or outside of marriage, or divorce?  What do they mean 
by love when they spoil their children?  What do they mean by love when they move from 
one church to the next, or never sacrifice themselves for others in their church?  It’s true 
that love is the greatest good, and it’s true that love justifies, but the question remains 
what‐‐or who!‐‐defines love.5 

                                                 
3 Stiles, J. Mack, Marks of the Messenger, IVP Books, Downer’s Grove Ill. 2010. p 93. 
4 Leeman, Jonathan, The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love, Crossway Books, Wheaton Ill. 2010. 
pp. 23-24.  Italics in the original, bold emphasis added. 
5 Leeman, p. 24 Emphasis added. 
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Stiles then goes on to identify three primary ways the biblical view of God’s love 
differs from that in pop culture and how culture’s view has seeped into Christian 
thought. 

1. Pop Culture Believes God’s Love Is Sentimental 
− is gushy and focused on feelings 
− sacrifices truth 
− mimics compassion 
− bleeds into Christian “nice-ness” (easily confused with compassion, kindness, or love) 
− trivializes love--becomes very weak in the face of real difficulties 
− is easy 

To love wisely and well, to love appropriately, to love faithfully, to love in line with 
biblical expectations… is commonly a very difficult thing to do.6 

2. Pop Culture Believes God’s Love Is Universal and Unconditional 

− mimics the freedom Christ offers but leaves out the step of repenting and believing 
(“compulsory heaven for everyone”) 

− this pop-understanding fills the churches… 

The problems start when Christians begin communicating God’s providential love (for 
everyone, unconditionally) as if it’s God’s saving love (not for everyone and 
conditional). Because the world sees God’s love as universal, there appears to be no 
need to commit or repent since “he loves us just the way we are.”7 

− Where sentimental love trivializes love, pop unconditional love trivializes sin. 8 

3. Pop Culture Believes God’s Love Is Me-Centered 

− “is the modern day love tsunami.  It’s all about me.” 

− Where sentimental love gives up truth, and universal love gives up justice, me-
centered love gives up sacrifice… a synonym for selfish sin… We start thinking 
God’s love is about my world and me. We start treating God as a celestial butler, and 
singing songs that make it hard to tell if Jesus is a savior or a boyfriend....  

− is a particular challenge to healthy evangelism [and by extension Ambassadorship].  We 
are tempted to offer a me-centered message because it gets results… fills stadiums, sells 
books… “but what is offered is a grossly distorted mix of Santa and Baal… It is another 
gospel (Galatians 1:7-9). 9 

 
[Good stopping point for Wk 7--start next week with quick review and the following exercise.] 

 
 

                                                 
6 Carson, D.A., Love in Hard Places, Crossway Books, Wheaton Ill. 2001. p. 18. Quoted by Stiles. p 94.   
7 Stiles, p 95. 
8 Stiles, p 96. 
9 Stiles, pp 96-97. [comment added] 
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Breakout  – God’s Love  
 

ESV 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  
ESV John 14:15 If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

ESV John 15:13-14 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

 

1. Pop Culture Believes God’s Love Is Sentimental. 

 How does this trivialize love? 
 

2. Pop Culture Believes God’s Love Is Universal and Unconditional. 

 How does this trivialize sin? 
 

3. Pop Culture Believes God’s Love Is Me-Centered. 

 How does this trivialize sacrifice? 
 

 
 

 Truth – as we mentioned before, to the postmodernist, what is true for you is not 
necessarily true for them.   

 
 

Group Discussion III – Truth is not Ice Cream 

Review the Truth icebreaker exercise--objective truth vs. subjective truth and reiterate 
the postmodern/posteverything push of all truth into the subjective column. To them, 
all truth is relative.  

 Give some examples of objective truth.   

 Are there any moral/ethical absolutes? 

For you to say “unless you believe in Jesus Christ, you will go to hell” is taken to be the 
same as “unless you like my favorite flavor of ice cream, you are going to hell” 
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 Do you understand why I say this? 
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 Do you understand how foolish this sounds and offensive it is? 

 Do you see the danger of reducing the gospel call to a one question pop-quiz? 

- E.g. Do people die for lack of a cure or from the disease itself? 

- We’ll be discussing this next week (language barrier within the Church) 
 

 

 
 Faith – Believing something without regard for the facts, or in spite of the facts.  Strong faith 

means believing what you believe may not be so, and the strongest faith is believing what you 
are pretty sure isn’t so. 

 
The church shares a lot of the blame for this word losing its meaning.  Now it is too 
easily paired with “leap of” and “blind.”  Biblical faith is to put ones trust in something 
and is not irrational.   You exercise faith in an airline when you actually get on the 
plane.  Do you have good reason to believe that you will arrive safely?  Did you believe 
it would get you there (rationally) before you got on? 

 
 Humility– Realizing that you don’t really know anything for sure 

 
This is actually arrogance in disguise.  To claim that we cannot know what is clearly 
revealed by God is to make Him a liar.  Real humility is to submit to the truth that we 
are sinners deserving of judgment and anything short of hell is by God’s grace; and 
that we are limited in our understanding of the truth. True humility remains teachable 
and hungry to learn. 

 
 Argument , Debate, Rhetoric – are both are seen now as inherently hostile rather than 

an honest contest of ideas.  Why?  Because every idea should be considered equally 
valid by everyone... and to insist you are right is to be intolerant. 

- Rhetoric-  “the ability in each particular case to see the available means of 
persuation”  (ethos-credibility of speaker; logos -logic; pathos - emotional appeal) 

 
 Tolerance –Chief virtue of postmodernism/our day 

The post-modern world has completely redefined tolerance.  In its real meaning 
“putting up with someone with whom you disagree, dislike, of differing views…”  
Postmoderns redefine tolerance to disallow disagreement at all (or at least to express 
it—the only allowable expression of disagreement is to claim someone else is 
intolerant…).    
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Scripture on tolerance: 
 

 Appropriate intolerance is praised: 
 

ESV Revelation 2:2 "'I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot 
bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and 
found them to be false. 

 

 Inappropriate tolerance is rebuked  (false teaching). 
 

ESV Revelation 2:20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to 
eat food sacrificed to idols. 

 
ESV 2 Corinthians 11:4 For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we 
proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different 
gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough. 

 

 Inappropriate tolerance is rebuked  (immorality). 
 

ESV 1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind 
that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 

 
 

 Inclusiveness –Chief virtue of postmodernism/our day 
 

 
Breakout  – The Big Two…Tolerance and Inclusiveness  
 

1) Where in Scripture can we find a description of virtuous tolerance? 
ESV Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

Do the fruits of the Spirit adequately capture it?  
 

2) The Gospel--Is it inclusive or exclusive?  

[The gospel is inclusive (all called to repent) and exclusive (Jesus is the only way).  It is 
important to express that this is not your teaching, but Gods.  You may not be able to 
convince the person that this is True, but you can certainly demonstrate that it is what Jesus 
and the apostles taught.] 

- Are the following Scriptures inclusive or exclusive in nature? 
 

ESV Acts 17:30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 
him from the dead." 
ESV John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 
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Week 7-8—Knowing the Culture                             
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ESV 1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, 
ESV Luke 12:8 "And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man 
also will acknowledge before the angels of God, 9 but the one who denies me before men 
will be denied before the angels of God. 
ESV 1 John 2:23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son 
has the Father also. 
ESV 1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have 
life. 
ESV Luke 10:16 "The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, 
and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me." 
ESV 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit 
the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
ESV Acts 4:11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has 
become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 

 
 


	Coconut ice cream is delicious
	 Repent and believe the Gospel is the consistent call of Jesus and his followers.

